
Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee, 
 
My name is Tricia Robinson from Danbury, CT. 
 
I’m writing to you today to express how disappointed I am with Governor Lamont’s 
budget proposal. 
 
These last two years have been very difficult for all of our students, educators, and 
families. Between the uncertainty of whether we’ll have a full week of school, the 
immense loss that so many families are dealing with, and the struggles that have come 
with all the different kinds of learning, it’s been very clear that districts that are 
adequately funded have always had an advantage and districts that are chronically 
underfunded have always been at a disadvantage. Equitably and immediately fully 
funding our districts is critical to the success of our students and communities, now 
more than ever. 
 
Both of my daughters lost about a year of education between shutting down the schools 
in March 2020, being remote from Sept 2020-Feb 2021 & then part time hybrid for the 
rest of 2021. My younger daughter had NO LIVE instruction for 2 days per week since 
we wanted her to have in person learning. 
 
Danbury has been the LAST in funding for years and I cannot understand why we would 
take 10+ years to phase in the funding when other districts are losing student population 
as ours continues to grow. In addition, we had an approved Charter School from the 
state BOE, but never received the much needed funding from our legislature. Truly 
disappointing. 
 
Many districts were able to provide additional resources to help cope with the academic 
and emotional tolls that COVID-19 took on all of our students, teachers, and 
administrators by using federal COVID relief money. However, those funds are running 
out, and districts won’t be able to keep those services alive without additional funds. 
 
Unfortunately, Governor Lamont’s proposed budget doesn’t address the importance of 
continuing to fund our students by fully funding the ECS formula. This would allow 
school districts to keep offering all the resources that federal ESSER funding allowed 
them to, and would make the transition off of these funds significantly easier. 
 
I am urging you to reject the governor’s proposed budget as it stands and consider the 
needs of our students as you craft a revised budget. It is past time we put them at the 
forefront of the conversation. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tricia Robinson 
Danbury, CT 


